
1. Torlak and Falcon bridge 

Location. 34 T 0643381 E; 4828053 N on the road Belogradchik - Ruzhintsi. 

Category. Geosite of aesthetic and historical value for the Bulgarian geology. 

Geological setting. The rock is among conglomerates and sandstones of the base (first packet) of 

the Belogradchik Formation (Pl. 1 a,b), which is part of the Belogradchik tectonic unit. 

Morphology and genesis. Torlak is a single rock with a height of about 30 m, which stands out 

above the surrounding plain and nameless rocks (Pl. 1 a). The view of the cliff on the west side 

resembles the profile of a human face (Pl. 1 b), therefore it is named after the name of the local 

population - torlaks. 

Historical data. Torlak is located near the legendary Falcon bridge (Pl. 1 c), the place where 

gather Stakevska and Lom rivers. The name comes from the historical site "Falkovets" (from the 

Latin falco - falcon, hawk). In this place there was a great flourishing Roman settlement with 

livelihoods, destroyed by the Hun invasion in 441-447. Here were developed blacksmith crafts, 

agriculture and mining, as evidenced already subtle rupees, remains of ancient gold mining near 

Stakevska river (Pl. 1 d) (see Geosite 60). 

Surrounding landscape. This is the most eastern rock of the Belogradchik Rocks. Here begins 

18 km long strip of unique fairy rocks called "Belogradchik Rocks", extending west to 

Sbegovete near Dubravka village. 

Sensitivity and protection measures. In the area should be prohibited all activities leading to 

the destruction of rocks and changes in the natural appearance of the area. 

Access. The rock is on the road from Ruzhintsi village to Belogradchik town. 

 

Plate 1: а,b – Torlak Rock; c – Falcon Bridge; d – rupees on the right bank of Stakevska river  
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2. Borovitsa Stone 

Location. 34 T 0639726 E; 4827872 N. It is located 1,5 km north of Borovitsa village. 

Category. Geosite of high aesthetic value: a single massive rock with height 113,3 m, declared a 

natural landmark by Order № 1187/19.04.1976 of the Ministry of Forests and environmental 

protection, recently defined as butte (Tronkov, Sinnyovsky, 2012). 

Geological setting. Due to its significant height, the rock covers a wide stratigraphic range of the 

Belogradchik Formation (Pl. 2 a, b), part of the Belogradchik tectonic unit. 

Morphology and genesis. Borovitsa Stone or "Stone Pine" meets the term "butte", which is to 

designate the high single rock monuments with vertical slopes, similar to those in the Monument 

Valley in Utah and Arizona. With its impressive height of 113,3 m and the surrounding groups of 

nameless rocks (Pl. 2 c-h), the area really looks like a small model of "The Gloves" in 

Monument Valley, Arizona. The rock is 200 long m and 120 m wide and looks like a giant rock 

monolith from the south (Pl. 2 a). In fact, it is split in two parts, with greater in size and height 

southeastern part (Pl. 2 b), and lower northwestern part with more tapered ridge. 

Historical data. The name of the rock is very old and originates from centuries-old pine trees on 

the ridge that obviously decorated it by antiquity. In the summer of 2000 they become victims of 

a devastating fire. Now are preserved only a small part of them. However, the Pine Stone kept its 

impressiveness and grandeur. Historically, the region is very interesting, although there are no 

remains of ancient castles or monasteries. 3 km downstream of Stakevska river, where the three 

flows of Lom River gathered is the historical place "Falkovets" (from the Latin falco - falcon, 

hawk).  

Here was the large Roman settlement with prosperous livelihood. Through the pines 

along the stone, just below the rock arc, passed the road to antique Danube port Ratsiaria 

(Archar), destroyed by the Hun invasion in 441-447. 

On the acute rock behind the Pine Stone there was lookout tower for visual connection 

with Ratsiaria on Danube. There are 4 round horizontal holes with a depth of 50 cm, which are 

supposed to have traces of ancient bridge. Beneath the Pine Stone there was a foundry in which 

Roman coins of the II-III century were found. 

Surrounding landscape. The rock is situated in a romantic valley surrounded by lower rocks, 

each of which would constitute a separate geological phenomenon if it was situated elsewhere 

(Pl.2 c-h). The unique appearance of the valley under the rock from the north can be compared 

only with romantic valley near Belogradchik town. 

Sensitivity and protection measures. The rock is highly resistant and does not require special 

precautions, except ban on quarrying and mining activities, leading to the destruction of rock 

monuments and changes in the natural appearance of the area. 

Access. Access to the geosite is 2 km on the dirt road to the Red Church and cemetery, which 

starts from the road in front of the city hall of Borovitsa village. 



 
Plate 2: а – Borovitsa Stone: view from the southeast; b – view from the southwest; c-h: each of the other rocks 

surrounding the Pine Stone, would be a separate geological phenomenon if it was situated elsewhere 
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3. Sbegove 

Location. 34 T 0631525 E, 4831322 N - are the coordinates of the observation platform located 

300 m SW of elevation 592.4 ridge between the villages Dubravka and Farms. 

Category. Geosite of aesthetic value: a large complex of rock pinnacles. 

Geological setting. Rock complex Sbegove covers a significant volume of the Belogradchik 

Formation between the first and fifth packets. It covers the most western part of the Belogradchik 

rocks, where is the end of the outcrops of the Belogradchik Formation and the buntsandstein 

facies in the Belogradchik tectonic unit in West Balkan. 

Morphology and genesis. Sbegove are rock complex with many geological phenomena similar 

to those near Belogradchik town. Unlike them, however, these remain unnamed and unknown, 

since many years have been inaccessible to visit in the border zone with the former Yugoslavia. 

On the satellite images (Pl. 3 a) is clearly visible the fracture system which divides strong 

sandstones into large parallelepiped blocks. They in turn are modeled over millions of years by 

the slow erosion and form a beautiful stone figures. Sbegove is 4 km west of the Belogradchik 

fortress. The crest of the massive, with a height of about a hundred meters, is located 1 km south 

of Dubravka village and is visible from the road to Magura and Vrashka chuka as for the rocks 

west of Kaleto (Pl. 3 b). Here is the most western outcrop of the rocks (Pl. 3 c), and 300 m SW of 

elevation 592.4 at the top of the rock is the only convenient place for observation (Pl. 3 d), which 

offers a wonderful view to Sbegove. South of it stands a solid rock on which military observation 

tower of the former border troops is preserved (Pl. 3 e). East of it is the only named rock in 

Sbegove – The Ship (Pl. 3 f). Most impressive cliffs in Sbegove area are located on the southern 

slope and can be seen from Chiflitsi village (Pl. 3 g-i). The hilltop has a length of approximately 

1 km, and east of it is the greatest revelation of Sbegove - Pech (Pl. 3 j), which is of isometric 

shape and area of about 9 hectares. 

Surrounding landscape. This unspoiled and untouched natural beauty can be found 4 km west 

of the Belogradchik Fortress along the marked trail through the Redoubt to Prauzhda village. 

This area is now still rarely visited and despite the wonderful landscape, it has acquired 

popularity among visitors to the rocks. This is probably due to the difficult terrain inaccessible 

rocks, which are difficult to overcome in a one day route. 

Sensitivity and protection measures. In the area should be prohibited all activities leading to 

destruction of rocks and changes in the natural appearance of the landscape. However, to 

facilitate access to this unique rock assemblage should be designed a new walkway and bicycle 

lane to the ridge above Sbegove. 

Access. Access from Belogradchik town is on the dirt road from the Belogradchik fortress to 

Dubravka village. From Dubravka access is on a dirt road to Chiflitsi village, and from Chiflitsi 

village to the north there are several branches of the dirt road, which can reach different parts of 

Sbegove. 



 

Plate 3: а – satellite view of the greatest outcrop in Sbegove area – Pech, visualizing the fracture system, 

subdividing the strong sandstones into large parallelepiped blocks, along which erosion form the rock monuments; b 

– the crest of the massive is situated 1 km south of Dubravka village and is visible from the road to Magura and 

Vrashka chuka as for the rocks west of Kaleto; c – the westernmost outcrop of the Belogradchik rocks; d – the 

observation landing on the wedge of the rock arc 300 m SW of elevation 592,4 with coordinates 34 Т 0631525 E, 

4831322  N; 
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Plate 3: e – monolith rock massive in Sbegove area on which military observation tower of the former 

border troops is preserved; f – east of the rock monolith is located the only named rock in Sbegove area – 

The Ship; g-i – the south slope of Sbegove has an unspoiled and untouched natural beauty, which 

remained hidden for the people for a long time because of its location in the border zone with the former 

Yougoslavia; j – the greater outcrop of Sbegove area  – Pech, which is of isometric form and an area of 9 

hectares  
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4. Adam and Eve 

Location. 34 T 0637072 E; 4831936 N. Geosite is situated in the beginning of the Romantic 

valley, 300 m south of the central square of the town Belogradchik. 

Category. Geotope of aesthetic value, representing two glued at the base rock figures with a 

height of 16-18 meters. 

Geological setting. Adam and Eve are in the second packet of the type section of Belogradchik 

Formation, part of the Belogradchik tectonic unit. It is composed of alternating red sandstones 

and conglomerates with rounded particles and well expressed bedding with thickness of the beds 

up to 1,5 m. 

Morphology and genesis. Rock monument as most of the rock monuments in the Romantic 

valley are formed by erosion along fracture systems. Erosion begins its destructive power on the 

rocks of the primary cracks and the blocks between them later become rock figures of various 

shapes and sizes. Adam and Eve are faced rock giants with irregular oval cross-section and 

thickness of 7-8 m at the base, which reduces upward (Pl. 4 a). Up to 3 m from the base the 

figures are glued together and split upward. The figure of Eve is about 3-4 meters lower than the 

figure of Adam. The top resembling a woman's head, is supported by a thin "neck" formed by 

more erodible, thinner  sandstone layer. Figure of Adam is greater with constant thickness almost 

to the top. It lacks well-shaped head. 

Surrounding landscape. Rock figure is clearly visible from the observation places on both sides 

of the valley: from rock mushrooms (Pl. 4 d, e) of the west and the steep northern slopes of the 

Romantic valley. Adam and Eve monolithic separate figure for most of the year stands out for its 

red hues of green background of the surrounding grass and forest area (Pl. 4 c,d). 

Sensitivity and protection measures. Geosite is located almost in an urban environment, which 

excludes destruction of rocks in any form. Care facility is expressed in regular cleaning of the 

bushes and lawn maintenance. It is in the plan for development of the Geopark to include the 

development of a common set of figures in the Romantic valley to be placed in the center of 

Belogradchik. This will allow visitors to navigate about location of the figures and to choose 

their routes according to their preferences. Apart from the general scheme in each geosite should 

be placed an information board with a representative photograph, coordinates, size, aesthetic 

merits of the rock monument, myths and legends. It should be noted that the figures closer look 

completely different and can not be recognized even by local people. The case of Adam and Eve 

is an exception, as they are available everywhere, well visible and recognizable as close and afar. 

Access. Access to geosite is on the old road through the Romantic valley, starting from the center 

of the town Belogradchik (Pl. 4b) and passes by the memorial plaque in memory of the heroes of 

the Serbian-Bulgarian War (Pl. 4f) who have defended Belogradchik rocks from the numerous 

Serbian army in 1885. 



 

 

Plate 4: а – Adam and Eve; b – the old road to Izvos village though the Romantic valley, lithograph of Szombathy 

in Franz Toula’s article from 1878 ; c – Adam and Eve with the surrounding landscape in the spring; d – beginning 

of the Romantic valley; e – view from the mushrooms; f – „Bulgaria, they died for you ...”  
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5. The Wedding 

Location. 34 T 0634128 E; 4830320 N. It is to 1,6 km SW of Belogradchik. 

Category. Geotopes aesthetic value: figures resembling a wedding procession. 

Geological position. Geosite is in red conglomerates and sandstones of the second packet of the 

Belogradchik Formation, part of the Belogradchik tectonic unit.  
Morphology and genesis. The rock group is one of the earliest named figures in Belogradchik 

rocks, but due to its remoteness remained unknown and rarely visited. Rock composition 

resembles a wedding procession (Pl. 5 a) led by the bride, which has a gorgeous wedding dress 

(Pl. 5 b). Although not well expressed in the landscape on sunset silhouettes (Pl. 5 c, d) can be 

seen from the Cloven Stone, 22 km east of the site near Smolyanovtsi village, Montana district. 

Surrounding landscape. The Wedding is between the real Belogradchik Rocks near the town of 

Belogradchik and Sbegovete, located on the ridge between Dubravka village from the north and 

Chiflici village from the south. The rocks are covered with sparse vegetation, but they are still 

well visible. Closest geotopes are in Sbegovete from the west. 

Sensitivity and protection measures. Rocks need cleansing (sanitary felling) to reveal better. It 

is necessary to put signs near the Belogradchik fortress. 

Access. Access is by the dirt road from Belogradchik to Dubravka village with a deviation to the 

south 1 km after the Redoubt. 

 

Plate 5: а – сrock assemblage Wedding; b – the bride with gorgeous wedding dress; c,d – at sunset 

silhouettes of the Wedding procession are visible from the Cloven Stone (Hundred sheep) 22 km east of 

the geosite near Smolyanovtsi village, Montana district 
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6. Rock mushrooms 

Location. 34 T 0635991 E; 4831460 N. Geosite is located 200 m south of the center of 

Belogradchik. 

Category. Geosite of aesthetic value. 

Geological setting. Mushrooms are formed in the red sandstone and conglomerate layers of the 

second packet of the Belogradchik Formation in Belogradchik tectonic unit. 

Morphology and genesis. These are classic rock mushrooms with a height of about 5-6 meters, 

formed by erosion, due to variability in the resistance of conglomerates and sandstones to 

weathering. The upper part is made up of more sustainable conglomerate layer, and the stem is of 

less resistant matrix supported conglomerate. On the west side of the summer theater has four 

rock mushrooms, formed in the same packet, whose texture of alternation more resistant and less 

resistant layers favors the formation of this class rock formations (Pl. 6 a-c). 

Surrounding landscape. Near the geosite is the observation place with a wonderful view of the 

Romantic valley with geosites Adam and Eve, Bear Cube, Nefertiti, Schoolgirl, Chinese Wall, 

Dinosaurs and Castle, and also to the Roman Fortress and the Rick Arc north of the town. 

Sensitivity and protection measures. The site does not require special measures because it is 

located in an urban environment and is not threatened by destructive activities. 

Access. Rock mushrooms are just a few hundred meters south of the central square of the town 

Belogradchik on the path to the summer theater (Pl. 6 d). 

 

 
Plate 6: а,b – rock mushrooms above the summer theatre; c – rock mushrooms west of the summer theatre; d – the 

path to the summer theatre from the centre of Belogradchik town 
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7. Stone mushrooms near Izvos 

Location. 34 T 0635087 E; 4829696 N. Geosite is located 500 m north of Izvos village on the 

ridge north of elevation 397,0. 

Category. Geosite of aesthetic value, rock mushrooms. 

Geological position. The figures are in red conglomerates and sandstones of the second packet 

of the type section of Belogradchik Formation in Belogradchik tectonic unit. 

Morphology and genesis. Geosite is represented by several stone mushrooms with a height of 3-

4 m, located in a stratigraphic interval of large-scale cross bedding (Pl. 7 a-d). They are formed 

by erosion that destroyed unstable layers and more resistant layers above them have remained as 

"pending" stones. They are preserved in their original inclined position, coinciding with the 

orientation of the cross bedding. 

Surrounding landscape. The rock group is located on the same ridge with the Leopard and 

Alice in Wonderland. East of the stone mushrooms are Jabba, Latin stronghold near Izvos, 

Markashnitsa, Lepenitsa cave and Sabubin stone. 

Sensitivity and protection measures. Matter of time under the action of their own weight 

boulders to be detached from the indigenous rock. However, any strengthening would deprive 

such formations of their originality. 

Access. Access is on the ridge north of Izvos village located between the road to Belogradchik 

and the valley with old coal mine “Zelenigrad”. 

 
Plate 7: а-d – stone mushrooms formed on the ridge left of the road to Belohgradchik due to weathering processes 

in stratigraphic interval with large scale dross bedding 
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8. Madonna 

Location. 34 T 0635847 E; 4830499 N. It is located about 200 m south of the Rider on the road 

from Romantic valley to the Fortress and Zelenigrad. 

Category. Geosite of aesthetic value, emblematic of the Belogradchik rocks resembling a 

praying woman. 

Geological setting. The monument is in red coarse grained sandstones and conglomerates of the 

second packet of the Belogradchik Formation in Belogradchik tectonic unit. 

Morphology and genesis. Madonna is 10 m high rock column with irregular cross-section and a 

thickness of 1-2 m (Pl. 8 a). This is an emblematic figure for the Belogradchik rocks, named in 

the 19
th

  century. From the north (of Thought stone) it resembles the figure of a leaning forward 

praying woman, and therefore likened to Madonna (Pl. 8 b,c). 

Surrounding landscape. Located at the southern end of the scenic ridge, which starts from the 

Lion and passes through the Rider (Pl. 8 d). 

Sensitivity and protection measures. The rock is buried in verdure and now barely visible even 

from the Тhought stone, that is why it urgently needs purging of the forest. Otherwise, in a few 

years this emblematic rock will remain hidden for the visitors of the town. 

Access. Access to Madonna is through the Romantic Valley and near the Schoolgirl on the right 

way to Zelenigrad and the Fortress. 
 

 

Plate 8: а – Madonna is 10 m high rock column composed of red sandstones and conglometares of the second 

packet of Belogradchik Formation; b,c – general view of the Madonna from the north; d – the Madonna is in the 

southernmost part of the picturesque ridge starting from the Lion and passing through the Rider 
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9. The Monks 

Местоположение. 34 Т 0635568 E; 4831074 N. Geosite is located 70 m south of Kaleto.  

Category. Geosite of aesthetic value. 

Geological setting. The base of the figures is in the red conglomerates of the first packet of the 

Belogradchik Formation in the Belogradchik tectonic unit. The upper part is in the second 

packet, represented by alternating sandstones and coglomerates. 

Morphology and genesis. Geosite represent a series of seven protruding cone-shaped rocks with 

a height of 18-20 meters and thickness at the base 5-6 to 10 meters (Pl. 9 a-h). All of them with 

the exception of the southeastern one, are massive at the base with decreasing diameter upward. 

They are formed by destruction of conglomerates in cracks. This is especially well expressed in 

the middle of the rock group, where two of the rocks are separated by a narrow crack, which has 

still not reached the base (Pl. 9 f). 

Surrounding landscape. Monks are located in the woods south of the fortress and are inscribed 

into a remarkably beautiful landscape, part of which is Kaleto. 

Sensitivity and protection measures. The rocks are very strong and do not need special 

protection measures. It is necessary to put signboards in the fortress. 

Access. The Monks are accessible by a path to the valley south of the fortress. 

 

Plate 9: а,b – The Monks against Kaleto: view from the southern side; c – view from the valley, from the 

road to Madonna; d – view from the path near the Latin Stronghold 
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Plate 9: e – view from below: the columns are massive at with reducing diameter upward; f – fractures along which 

starts separating of the rock monuments; g – the most southeastern column differs from the other columns in its thin 

base; h – two of the middle columns 
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10. Nefertiti 

Location. 34 T 0636104 E; 4831237 N. Geosite is situated on the right slope of the Romantic 

valley not far from the Bear Cube. 

Category. Geosite of aesthetic value, resembling in profile the head of Nefertiti. 

Geological setting. The head of Nefertiti is formed among the red sandstones and gravelites with 

matrix supported conglomerates of the second and third packets of the type section of 

Belogradchik Formation in Belogradchik tectonic unit. 

Morphology and genesis. The rock monument represents a woman's head, whose profile 

resembles the head of Nefertiti with the famous high and issued back hairstyle. Nefertiti is the 

Queen of Egypt, wife of pharaoh Amenhotep IV or Akhenaten. She was born in Egypt, lived and 

died there (1370-1330 BC). The name means "beauty has come". Rock figure was formed by 

weathering processes, where more resistant conglomerate layers form issued parietal part 

resembling Nefertiti's hairstyle, while a week sandstone layer form her thin neck. The height of 

the figure is about 5-6 m. 

Surrounding landscape. Nefertiti is located next to the Bear Cube (Pl. 10 b) and is clearly 

visible from Rock mushrooms from the west (Pl. 10 a) at the beginning of the Romantic valley 

(Pl. 10 b) and from its steep northern slopes. It is part of the unique rock assemblage of the most 

popular part of the rocks, situated close to the city. 

Sensitivity and protection measures. Geosite needs clearing of the forest, which covers the 

base. The measures referred in this section for Adam and Eve apply fully for Nefertiti. In 

addition here can be placed information board with historical data and profile of the famous 

Egyptian queen to visualize the minds of visitors and provide the link to the origin of the name. 

Access. Access to geosite is on the old road to Izvos village to the fair meadow in the Romantic 

valley. 

 

а 

Plate 10: a – Nefertiti, view from the rock mushrooms 

above the summer theatre; b – Nefertiti, view from 

below 
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11. The Bear Cube 

Location. 34 T 0636077 E; 4831277 N. Geosite is situated on the right slope of the Romantic 

valley, about 150 m south of Adam and Eve. 

Category. Geosite of aesthetic value. 

Geological setting. The Bear Cube is formed among coarse grained red sandstones and 

gravelites with matrix supported conglomerates of the second and third packets of the type 

section of Belogradchik Formation in the Belogradchik tectonic unit. 

Morphology and genesis. The monument and surrounding rocks are formed by erosion that 

destroyed sandstones and conglomerates along primary fractures and the blocks between them 

remained in the form of rock monuments. The figure resembles a faced bear with well-shaped 

head and a bee perched on the nose (Pl. 11 a). The height of the monument is 15 m, and the 

thickness - up to 10 m. The neck of the Bear is formed from less resistant thin eroded sandstone 

layer with a strong red color. The head is formed by conglomerates and sandstones, where more 

resistant layers form the prominent face elements as nose, cheeks, forehead and ear shape.  

Surrounding landscape. Rock figure of Bear Cube is clearly visible from the observation places 

on both sides of the Romantic valley, rock mushrooms from the west and from the steep northern 

slopes of the valley. Around it are Nefertiti and Schoolgirl (Pl. 11 b), and many nameless rocks. 

Sensitivity and protection measures. Geosite needs clearing of the forest, which covers the 

bottom. The measures referred in this section for geosite "Adam and Eve" apply fully for Bear 

Cube. 

Access. Access to geosite is on the old road to Izvos village to the fair meadow in the Romantic 

valley. 

 
Plate 11: а – The Bear Cube; b – The surrounding landscape includes many nameless rocks and two geosites: 

Nefertiti (low left) and the Schoolgirl (upper right) 
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12. The Chinese wall 

Location. 34 T 0636254 E; 4830973 N. Geosite is located on the left slope of the Romantic 

valley in its lower part and was named during the Project 02-72 of the National Science Fund 

(Sinnyovsky, 2014) (Pl. 12 a,b). 

Category. Geosite of aesthetic value. 

Geological setting. Geosite is formed in the red conglomerates, gravelites and sandstones of the 

second and third packets of the type section of Belogradchik Formation in Belogradchik tectonic 

unit. 

Morphology and genesis. This is a monumental natural wall oriented in SE-NW direction with 

a length of about 100 m and a height of over 30 m. Bottom of the wall covers about 12 meters 

from the second packet (alternating conglomerate and sandstone layers and lenses), and the top is 

entirely in the third packet of the type section of Belogradchik Formation. On the southern side 

the sandstones are well washed from erosion so they are bright red. At the top they resemble 

battlements of the fortress wall (Pl. 12 c,d). The base of the wall is quite thick, but the top in the 

southeast end tapers to 5-6 m (Pl. 12 e,f). 

Surrounding landscape. SW of the Chinese Wall is located the Schoolgirl (Pl. 12 g) and 

immediately east of it is the rock composition “Dinosaurs” and Subashi fountain. It rises above 

the forests in the Romantic valley and can be seen from the higher parts of the southern slope of 

the Romantic valley. 

Sensitivity and protection measures. The site needs clearing of the forest, which covers the 

bottom and information boards. 

Access. Access to the Chinese wall is from the center of Belogradchik on the old road to Izvos 

through the Romantic valley or from the road to Belogradchik from restaurant "Under stone". 

 

 

  
 
Plate 5: а,b – Panoramas of the Chinese wall, made from the base of the Schoolgirl against the Dinosaurs; 

а b 



 

Plate 12: c,d – The Chinese Wall rises 30 above the base of the Romantic valley and at the top are developed 

“battlements” by erosion; e – the eastern end of the wall; е – view from the northeast; f – view from the Schoolgirl 

(right) against the Dinosaurs 
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13. The Castle 

Location. 34 T 0636378 E; 4830618 N. Geosite is located 200 m SE of the Dinosaurs. 

Category. Geosite of aesthetic value, representing an impressive rock group with a height of 

about 30 m, resembling a castle. 

Geological setting. Rock group is formed in red sandstones with rare conglomerate particles of 

the third packet of the Belogradchik Formation in the Belogradchik tectonic unit. 

Morphology and genesis. Geosite represents a compact group of rocks with rounded shape and 

diameter of about 150 m, high elevated above the surrounding outcrops of red conglomerates and 

sandstones (Pl. 13, a-d). The upper part is represented by serrated rocks resembling battlements 

of a castle. 

Surrounding landscape. From the Castle is seen the whole Rromantic valley and all phenomena 

in its eastern part – the Schoolgirl, the Chinese Wall, the Dinosaurs, Madonna, the Horseman and 

the Roman Fortress. Hence the west reveals the most beautiful part of the rocks.  

Sensitivity and protection measures. The site do not need special stability measures, only 

information boards are needed. 

Access. Geosite is accessible directly from the road to Izvos village. 

 
Plate 13: а,b – view of the Castle from the landing below the Dinosaurs; c – panorama from the observation places 

south of the road to Izvos village, disposed along the edge of the northern slope of the Romantic valley; d – 

panorama of the Castle from the landing just below the Schoolgirl 
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14. Markashnitsa 

Location. 34 T 0636676 E; 4829084 N. Geosite is located in Markashnitsa area, 3 km east of 

Izvos village. 

Category. Geosite of high aesthetic value: impressive rock cliff with single peaks reaching 

displacement of 90 m, with well maintained vineyards in the foothills. 

Geological setting. Rock arc is in the second and third packets of the type section of 

Belogradchik Formation in the Belogradchik tectonic unit. The base of this rock monolith is built 

of alternating sandstones and conglomerates and the upper part is made of red sandstone and 

gravelites with rare and minor conglomerate particles. 

Morphology and genesis. Base of the stone arc is located 370 m above sea level and the highest 

part is at 460 m. It represents almost vertical slope, which in its top is 40-50 m high, but the total 

displacement between the base and the highest part is 90 m. The width of the rock arc east of the 

Latin fortress to the valley which separates it from Sabubin stone, is about 700 m. On the south 

side of the arc are located single protruding rocks with a height of 20 m, separated from the 

monolith due to erosion (Pl. 14 a-d). There are interesting groups of rocks, which rise 10-15 m 

above the base of the arc and are part of it (Pl. 14 f). Two beautiful narrow valleys are recessed 

to the north, surrounded on three sides by vertical rocks. There are rock niches on the eastern 

slope of the monument. 

Surrounding landscape. West of the geosite the closely situated Latin Stronghold near Izvos is 

seen. North view is limited by the vertical slope of the rock. Sabubin stone (502,7 m) is observed 

to the east. 400 m to the northeast along the eastern slope of the rock is the rock niche known as 

Lepenitsa. It is accessible by the tourist Route №5 from the center of Belogradchik town through 

the Natural museum. The rock arc is clearly visible from the Latin stronghold Izvos and the road 

to Belogradchik before Izvos village. This impressive rock cliff is outside the current territory of 

the landmark "Belogradchik Rocks" and regardless of its natural beauty, never has come under 

any form of protection. Markashnitsa area with suburbs and rock formations above it, represent a 

rare combination of great geological phenomena, charming natural landscape and adequate 

human activity in the form of well-maintained vineyards (Pl. 14 g). It could serve as a brand 

emblem of a wonderful local wine, and will become a key object in mediation activities in the 

management plan for development of geopark Belogradchik Rocks. 

Sensitivity and protection measures. The rock arc is highly resistant and does not require 

special precautions, except ban on quarrying and mining activities, leading to the destruction of 

rocks and changes in the natural appearance of the area. 

Access. Access to geosite is on a dirt road that starts from the road 1.2 km east of Izvos village 

and continues north to the Rock arc, Sabubin stone and Lepenitsa cave. 



  
 

  
 

   

 
Plate 14: а-c – the rock arc in Мarkashnitsa area is formed under the influence of erosion on the red 

sandstones of the Belogradchik Formation; d – closeup of the remarkable unnamed rock monuments of 

fig. “a”; e - Rock arc near Izvos village is a remarkable combination between impressive rock cliffs, 

charming landscape  and adequate anthropogenic activity; f – view to the vineyard valley in Markashnitsa 

from the Latin stronghold near Izvos village  
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15. Sabubin Stone 

Location. 34 T 0637459 E; 4828829 N. It is located 2,5 km east of Izvos village. 

Category. Geotop of aesthetic value: monolithic rock with height up to 70 m. 

Geological setting. The rock is made of sandstones of the third packet of the Belogradchik 

Formation, part of the Belogradchik tectonic unit. 

Morphology and genesis. Sabubin stone is a wide monolith block of irregular round shape with 

a diameter of about 200 m and a height of about 70 m. It was named after the highest point of the 

rock - elevation 502,7 m. The southern slope is steep and almost vertical (Pl. 15 a,b), while the 

northern one is more gentle. Access to the elevation is just from the north side, as the cliff from 

the south, west and east is inaccessible. 

The surrounding landscape. The rock is surrounded by forest. West of the elevation opens a 

view to the picturesque rock cliff in Markashnitsa (1 km to the west) and Lepenitsa (500 m 

west), immersed in green forests. 2,4 km to the east of it is Borovitsa Stone. Other nearby 

geotopes are Jabba (2,2 km west) and Latin stronghold near Izvos (1,3 km west in Markashnitsa). 

Sensitivity and protection measures. The rock is very strong and does not need special 

protection measures. It is necessary to draw a path and to put signboards near Izvos village and 

fork to a dirt road, and also to arrange observation equipment on the elevation. 

Access. The rock can be achieved from Belogradchik on the tourist route № 5 to Lepenitsa cave 

where however the path ends. It is 1,8 km away from the fork of the dirt road to Markashnitsa 

situated 1,2 km east if Izvos village, and then on the right path to the elevation. 

 

 

 

Plate 15: а – The monolith rock  Sabubin Stone (elevation 502,7 m) is situated north of the road between Izvos and 

Borovitsa villages; b – southern side of the rock monolith is steep and forms beautiful natural landscape, protruding 

above the surrounding forests 
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16. Dinosaurs 

Location. 34 T 0636364 E; 4830822 N. Geosite is located 100 m east of the Chinese wall on the 

northern slope of the romantic valley next to Subashes fountain. 

Category. Geosite with an aesthetic value, named by Dimitar Tronkov. 

Geological setting. Formed among red conglomerates and sandstones of the second bundle and 

sandstone and gravelites the third wad of stratotype section of Belogradchik Formation, part of 

the Belogradchik tectonic unit. 

Morphology and genesis. Geosite is an imposing rock group of three figures resembling faced 

herbivorous dinosaurs (Pl. 16 a, b). A sloping bottom part is a foundation of rock monument and 

is built of 36 m conglomerates representing the stratotype of the second packet of the type 

section of Belogradchik Formation (Pl. 16 c). The upper part, representing figures of dinosaurs, 

covers about 15 m of the third packet of the type section (Table. 16 d,e,g). The rocks east of the 

road to Izvos form the background of the monument, resembling a herd of smaller dinosaurs 

behind the three main figures (Pl. 16 a,b). 

The surrounding landscape. Dinosaurs are best seen from the observation sites south of the 

road to Izvos, from the edge of the steep northern slope of the Romantic valley (Pl. 16 f). West of 

the Dinosaurs are the Chinese wall and the Schoolgirl and SE of them is the Castle. Immediately 

below the Dinosaurs at the base of the type section of Belogradchik Formation is legendary 

Subashi fountain. 

Sensitivity and protection measures. The site does not need special protection measures, 

except with information boards along the road near the restaurant "Under stone". 

Access. Access is from the center of Belogradchik on the old road to Izvos in Romantic valley or 

from road to Belogradchik from restaurant "Under stone". 

 

 
Plate 16: а,b – Panoramas of the Dinosaurs from the observation place above the Romantic valley near the Giant 

pots, south of the road to Izvos village; c – Dinosaurs: below – the second packet of the type section of Belogradchik 

Formation – conglomerates and sandstone beds, up – Dinosaurs in the sandstones of the third packet; d – three 

dinosaurs in the third packet; e – view from north; f – observation place south of the road to Izvos village on the 

north slope of the Romantic valley, from which the Dinosaurs are seen better; g – view from east 
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17. The Ship 

Location. 34 T 0631495 E; 4830940 N. Geosite is located in Sbegove area. 

Category. Geosite of aesthetic value: a single massive rock resembling a ship. 

Geological position. The rock is in the red sandstones with layers of cross bedded matrix 

supported conglomerates of the third packet of the Belogradchik Formation (Pl. 17 a,b), part of 

the Belogradchik tectonic unit. 

Morphology and genesis. The Ship is located at the foot of the Sbegove rock arc. Compared 

with the majestic surrounding rock assemblage on all sides (Pl. 17 a,b) the Ship is not so 

impressive. However, on the north side it resembles the keel of a ship and very appropriate is 

called "The Ship" (Pl. 17 c, d). 

Surrounding landscape. The rock is located in one of the most beautiful and picturesque 

valleys of the Belogradchik rocks along with the Romantic valley and the valley of Borovitsa 

Stone. The whole area is covered by forests, overlooked by the majestic rock monuments of the 

rock arc Sbegove. 

Sensitivity and protection measures. The area should be indicated by signboards on the road in 

Chiflitsi village with instructions for Sbegove area and information about the location of The 

Ship. 

Access. The Rock is accessible from Chiflitsi village on the dirt road to Sbegove. 

Plate 17: а – Surrounding landscape; b,c – The Ship; d – large scale cross bedding on the kill of The Ship  
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18. Alice in Wonderland  

Location. 34 T 0635341 E; 4830123 N. It is located 1,4 km north of Izvos village, on the ridge 

west of the road to Belogradchik.  

Category. Geosite of aesthetic value composed of several rocks representing fabulous characters 

of Lewis Carroll’s story "Alice in Wonderland". 

Geological setting. Rock ensemble is formed in the red sandstones with rare and minor 

conglomerate particles of the third packet in the type section of Belogradchik Formation, part of 

the Belogradchik tectonic unit. 

Morphology and genesis. The rock group is located on the ridge between the road to 

Belogradchik and the valley with the new coal mine "Zelenigrad" developed in the sixties (Pl. 18 

c). It is formed on the western edge of the ridge by several protruding rocks of various shape and 

height between 6 and 12 m (Pl. 18 a,b). They resemble fairy characters from children's saga 

"Alice in Wonderland", among which can clearly distinguish girl (Alice, the largest of the rocks) 

and various animal figures: caterpillar, rabbit, etc. (Pl. 18, d). 

Surrounding landscape. The rock group is located on the ridge between two valleys with sparse 

vegetation. The figure of Alice is visible from the north of the valley below fortress and from the 

dirt road between Izvos village and the colony below the Redoubt. From the location of the rock 

assemblage reveals a splendid view to the Leopard, Vedernik, Kaleto, the Dinosaurs, the 

Horseman, the Madonna, the Castle and the rock towers on the western slope of the valley. 

Closest geotopes are Leopard (200 m south), Jabba (500 m southeast), Latin fortress near Izvos 

(1 km southeast), rock cliff at Markashnitsa (1,5 km southeast), plastic shearing zone in 

Sredogriv metamorphites (2 km SW) and Borovitsa Stone (5 km east of the site). 

Sensitivityand protection measures. The rock is very strong and does not need special 

protection measures. It is necessary to put signboards near the Belogradchik fortress. 

Access. Alice in Wonderland is accessible from the ridge northwest of Izvos village, between the 

valley with the road to Belogradchik and the valley of the former coal mine "Zelenigrad".  

 
Plate 18: а – panorama from the road between Izvos and the colony below the Redoubt; b – general view 

of the valley of the former coal mine „Zelenigrad” 

b а 



 
Plate 18: c – panorama of geosite “Alice in Wonderland” to Kaleto, the Monks and the Belogradchik arc; 

d – closeup of the geosite from the Leopard; e – closeup of the geosite from the north, from the valley of 

the former coal mine „Zelenigrad” 
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19. The Leopard 

Location. 34T 0635251 E; 4829984 N. Geosite is located 1 km north of the village Izvos on the 

crest west of the road to Belogradchik. 

Category. Geosite of aesthetic value: a single rock resembling the head of a leopard. Named in 

the framework of Project 02-72. 

Geological setting. Geosite is formed in red sandstones with rare conglomerate particles of the 

third packet of the Belogradchik Formation, part of the Belogradchik tectonic unit. 

Morphology and genesis. The monument represents a single rock with a height of 6 m from the 

steep western side. On the north the rock remarkably resembles the head of a leopard. It is visible 

from afar the valley south of the fortress, where in the sixties was developed coal mine 

"Zelenigrad" (Pl. 19 a, b). Close figure is not as expressive, but the resemblance is obvious with 

leopard (Pl. 19 c, d). 

Surrounding landscape. The site is without any vegetation. The place has a magnificent view to 

Alice in Wonderland, Kaleto, the Dinosaurs, the Castle and also to the rock towers on the 

western slope of the valley of mine "Zelenigrad". 

Sensitivity and protection measures. The rock is strong and does not need special protection 

measures, but close to it should not be carried out mining and construction activities. 

Access. The Leopard is reached by a ridge immediately north of the village Izvos . 
 

Plate 19: а,b – View from the valley of the former coal mine “Zelenigrad”; c,d – close-up 
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20. The Lion 

Location. 34 T 0636038 E; 4830941 N. Geosite is located 200 m after the turn to Zelenigrad of 

the old road to Izvos village in the Romantic valley. 

Category. Geosite of aesthetic value: figure resembling a lion. 

Geological setting. The monument is built of red sandstone, gravelites and matrix supported 

conglomerates. Body and tail of the Lion are in the sandstones of the third packet of 

Belogradchik Formation, part of the Belogradchik tectonic unit. Head and mane are made of 

matrix supported conglomerates of the fourth packet. 

Morphology and genesis. Geosite represents a monumental figure of a lion with a height of 

about 15 m. The upper part of the monument is shaped like a lion's head with mane, facing east 

(Pl. 20 a,b). In profile the thickness of the figure in the middle is only 2 m, but extends up to 3-4 

m (Pl. 20 c,d). The base of the Lion is built of sandstone with cross bedding (third packet) (Pl. 20 

e,f) located in conglomerates (second packet). In front of the base is located rock window in size 

1x1 m (Pl. 20 g,h). 

Surrounding landscape. Lion is situated immediately southwest of the Schoolgirl. It is located 

in the picturesque area south of the Romantic valley along with other iconic geotopes the Rider 

and Madonna are situated. 

Sensitivity and protection measures. The site does not need special protection measures, 

except marking with information boards along the old road to Izvos village and the road to 

Belogradchik. 

Access. Access to the Lion from the center of Belogradchik is through the Romantic valley along 

the old road to Izvos village. It is located south of the Romantic valley, along the picturesque 

road to Zelenigrad and the Fortress departing right from the old road to Izvos village near the 

Schoolgirl. 

 

 
Plate 20: а,b – Panorama of the Lion and the Schoolgirl from the south; c,d – close-up shows that the middle of the 

sculpture is very thin (about 2 m) and upward becomes wider to 3-4 m; e – closeup of the Lion’s  base with the 

boundary between the conglomerates of the second packet and the sandstones with large scale cross bedding of the 

third packet; f – general view of the Lion; g,h – the rock window in front of the Lion’s base at the base of the third 

packet 
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